CHAPTER X

IN the foregoing pages it has been shown that,
in India, the hooded serpent, that is the
Naga or Cobra, was always associated with the
worship of the Sun; and that it was held sacred,
as the protector, or totem, of a race which
claimed descent from the Sun-god.

It has also been shown that the chiefs of the
Solar race were, after death, worshipped as gods
or demi-gods; and that these demi-gods were
usually represented with the hoods of protecting
serpents expanded over their heads.

It has been pointed out, too, that these deified
chiefs were the Nagas of Swarga (Indra's heaven),
and of the epic poems; the celestial serpents be-
longing to Surya (the Sun), of the Brahmanrea!
writers; and the Naga rajas of Indian folk-lore.
In addition to this, we have seen that many of
the Solar kings, especially those who claimed
paramount power, received divine honours, while
living, as incarnations of the Sun-god; and that,
in this capacity, they were believed to have con-
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